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Save Green$ with Spring Green Cleaning Recipes
All-Purpose Cleaner
Mix 1 tsp. liquid castile soap, 1 tsp. Borax
and 1 quart of water. Wipe or spray onto
area to be cleaned; wipe dry with a cloth.
Bathroom Cleaner
Mix 1/2 c. borax and 1/4 c. white vinegar in
2 gallons hot water. Sponge on; wipe with
rag.
Window Cleaner
To remove residue from old cleaners, wash
with 1 Tbs. castile soap in bucket of water,
then squeegee. In pint spray bottle filled
with water, add 2 drops castile soap and 2
caps-full of rubbing alcohol. Shake, spray
on, and clean with
newspaper.
For
outdoors, use a sponge to wash. Rinse well and squeegee.
Dishwasher or Laundry Soap
1 part Borax and 1 part washing soda. Combine the powders
in a bowl and mix well. Transfer to an airtight container to
store. Use according to load size. Fill your machine’s rinse
compartment with white vinegar.
Stain Remover for Ballpoint Ink
Saturate stain thoroughly with milk.
Rub until stain
disappears. Launder according to directions.
Watermark Remover for Wood
Rub toothpaste into area with watermark. Then apply olive or
almond oil to blend, and polish entire area with oil.
Wood Polish (not for varnished wood)
Mix 3 Tbs. vegetable, olive, jojoba, almond, or coconut oil and
2 Tbs. lemon juice. Rub into wood with cloth and polish with
clean cloth. NOTE: Lemon juice may lighten wood.
Copper Cleaner
Mix equal parts salt and white vinegar. Rub onto surface with
a sponge until clean (or dip half a lemon in kosher salt and
give copper a good rub). Rinse in hot water and dry; polish
with veggie oil using a clean, dry cloth.
Cleaning with Vinegar
There are thousands of uses for vinegar. For cleaning, it’s
preferable to use distilled white vinegar. Apple cider vinegar
is more acidic, stronger smelling, and can leave a stain.
NOTE: Do not mix castile soap with vinegar. Wash with
castile soap, then rinse with vinegar. If using just a few drops
of castile soap, it should be okay. But if you use measuring
cups-full of castile soap and vinegar, the solution will likely
curdle. Also, never mix bleach with vinegar.

Cleaning with Hydrogen Peroxide
Used by hospitals before Clorox was
invented.
Use for laundering whites,
cleaning tub and tile, wooden cutting
boards,
sponges,
and
soaking
toothbrushes. Fill a spray bottle with 50/50
mixture of peroxide and water to clean and
disinfect bathroom, kitchen, refrigerator.
Cleaning with Rubbing Alcohol
Rubbing alcohol is extremely flammable;
use in a well-ventilated area far from
sources of ignition. Wear nitrile gloves. Use
for cleaning mirrors, faucets, counters, cell
phones, computer keyboards, dry-erase
boards, light switch plates, garden tools,
degreasing kitchen stoves and appliances,
and for removing many things: nail polish, ink stains in fabric
and carpet, sticky residue left behind from price tags and
stickers (soak the area for a few minutes and wipe clean).
Cleaning with Baking Soda
Clean stains on cutting boards by cutting open a lemon and
sprinkle some baking soda on the open juicy end or directly
on the surface. For cleaning stainless steel, scrub with
baking soda and a little water, then wash and rinse. Use olive
or veggie oil to polish. For cleaning microwaves mix 2 c. water
with 2 Tbs. of baking soda in a glass
bowl. Place in the microwave and
heat on high for about 1½ minutes.
Wipe off food residue with a soft
damp cloth. To clean off burnt
bottoms of saucepans, dissolve 2
Tbs. of baking soda in 2 c. of water
and bring to boil in the burnt
saucepan. Cool for about an hour or
more, then wipe off. To remove odors from dishcloths and
cleaning rags, soak cleaning cloths in a solution of baking
soda and warm water. To deodorize: Sprinkle some baking
soda onto lemon wedges and put in garbage disposals. Keep
an open box of baking soda in the back of your fridge, freezer,
pantry and closet. Sprinkle some baking soda in the bottom
of your trash and recycling containers and bottom of kitty litter
box. To get clothes cleaner and brighter, add ½ c. baking
soda to wash cycle. To freshen laundry and reduce static
cling, place ½ c. in with rinse cycle.
Tools
Use non-scratch scour pads made from natural fiber. Use
drywall screen (120-grit) for porcelain stains (esp. toilet bowls)
and mineral build-up on fixtures.

To-Go Containers
Even for the greenest recycling
junkie, to-go containers (from
Chinese takeout to ketchupcovered foam clamshells) are
sometimes unavoidable.

• Remind the restaurant to
leave out the plastic utensils
when they pack your food to go.
Your drawers are full of them
already! And politely decline
the bag if you only have one or
two items to carry home.

Here are some ideas for
minimizing
one-time-use
disposable to-go containers:

• Ask your favorite restaurants
to start carrying more ecofriendly to-go containers and
napkins made from recycled
paper.

• Take your own plastic or
metal container to the
restaurant.
• If you don’t have a container
and the food isn’t too sticky,
ask for foil and/or paper bag, which are both
recyclable.
• Uncoated pulpboard, paperboard, and
corrugated boxes (made from recycled paper)
are recyclable and accepted at most recycling
centers as long as no residual food is left on
them. Some restaurants use these for salad
bars and other items to-go that won’t leak
through the material.
(Plastic or waxedcoated cartons are not accepted at most
recycling centers. However, many restaurants
use these for to-go containers.)

• Say
whenever possible.

“No”

to

Styrofoam

• Take your reusable coffee tumbler with you
when purchasing coffee to go. And skip the
lid for your soft drink. Those plastic lids add
up! And now you don’t need a plastic straw.
• There are loads of ways to reduce your
consumption of plastic when you pack lunches
or food to go. Ditch those plastic baggies for
containers that come in endless shapes and
sizes and you can use them over and over.
Pack them in your reusable lunch sack too!

Nez Perce County Clean-Up Days
There will be two Nez Perce County Clean-Up
Days coming soon so please mark your
calendars and plan on utilizing these special
days.
The first scheduled day is Saturday, May 11,
2013, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Waha at the
gravel pit located on Forsman Rd.
The second scheduled day is Saturday, June 29,
2013, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Leland across
from the County Shop.
This event is for residents of Nez Perce County
only. No commercial business.

Materials Accepted:
•

Household waste

•

Inert/Demolition

•

Tires

•

Scrap metal

•

Appliances

•

Yard waste

•

Animal/game waste

Materials not accepted:
•

Hazardous waste (see page 3 for disposal)

•

Medical/infectious waste

•

Liquid waste

One Stop Drop Stations
Have you ever wondered how
to get rid of bulky items that
cannot be placed out with
your trash? Well Nez Perce
County and Latah Sanitation
offer two convenient stations
open on Saturdays for these
large bulky items. The One
Stop Drop stations are open
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays.
The Sweetwater station is located at the grain elevators on
HWY 95 at Sweetwater and is open the 1st and 3rd Saturdays
of the month. The Myrtle station is found at the intersection
of HWY 12 and Gifford Reubens Rd. and is open the 2nd and
4th Saturdays of the month. If there is a fifth Saturday in a
month, there will be no collection services at either station.
Examples of bulky items that are accepted at no charge include:
Appliances (old refrigerators, stoves, washers and dryers, etc.),
Furniture (old couches, tables, bed frames and mattresses,
etc.), Tires (up to ten rimless tires per household when either
station is open), Vehicle Batteries, Household Construction
Debris, and other large items that can’t be taken by your weekly
garbage technician.

Household Hazardous
Waste Disposal
Lewiston Transfer Station:
Location: 560 Down River Rd.
Phone:
746-1316, ext. 204
Open:
Monday - Sunday,
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Accepts: Motor Oil, Antifreeze,
Oil-Based Paint and Batteries.
Please call ahead for an
appointment for barrels of HHW.
Asotin County Landfill:
Location: 2901 6th Ave.,
Clarkston
Phone:
(509) 758-9230
Open: Every Wednesday and the
1st & 3rd Saturday of each
month, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Accepts: Hazardous Wastes
Note: The above information is
for households only. Commercial
generators need to contact the
Asotin County Hazardous Waste
Coordinator at (509) 758-1965
for details on wastes accepted,
pricing and appointments.

Another great opportunity available at the One Stop Drop
stations is Recycling services. When frequenting these
locations you may bring down: aluminum cans, cardboard/paper
grocery sacks (please flatten boxes), glass bottles and jars,
newspapers/magazines/phonebooks, tin cans, #1 clear plastic
bottles and #2 cloudy plastic milk jugs.
Other recycling services available in Lewiston include:
Lewiston City Transfer Station
560 Downriver Road, next to EKO; 746-3671 ext. 252
Lewis Clark Recyclers, Inc.
335 3rd St., across from Luna House Museum; 746-1187
Pacific Steel & Recycling
604 12th St. North, at Port of Lewiston; 888-455-3598
Please call for hours of operation and materials accepted.
These Stations are only available to Nez Perce County
residents that are Latah Sanitation customers. No commercial
business.

Questions, Comments, Suggestions?
Billing Information:
Nez Perce County
799-3090

Missed Collections:
Latah Sanitation, Inc.
746-5949

Holiday Collection Schedule
Latah Sanitation, Inc. observes the following holidays throughout the year:
New Years Day Memorial Day Independence Day Labor Day Thanksgiving Christmas
If, during the holiday week, your regular garbage day falls on or after the holiday, your garbage will be collected
one day late that week. If your regular garbage day falls before the holiday, your trash will be collected as usual.
Garbage routes are subject to change. Before the holiday, please check the Lewiston Morning Tribune or call
Latah Sanitation, Inc. at 746-5949 if you have any questions.

Garbage Collection Reminders
Collection Time: Please be sure to have your garbage out by 5:00 a.m. on your collection
day.

60 lbs
39 Gal

Three Can or Bag Limit: Please remember, you are only allowed to set out three bags or cans of garbage per
week, even if you didn’t put your garbage out the week before.
Size and Weight Restrictions: Please remember that oversize and overweight garbage cans can cause
serious injury to our collection workers. Garbage cans must be no larger than 39 gallons in capacity and cannot
weigh more than 60 pounds when full. When setting out garbage bags, make sure they weigh no more than 35
pounds to eliminate potential litter problems from breaking bags.
Bag Your Trash: Even if you use garbage cans, please place your trash in tied plastic bags to prevent litter.
Can Your Trash: If you place your trash out in a bag, please consider using a garbage can too. Dogs and
wildlife can easily tear bags, creating litter problems. Garbage cans help reduce this problem.
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